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For the attention of Ronald A» Krasnow Escr. 
Dear Ron, 


28 1993 


PM 1268 EPO - Our file: 29957 


.oreo 


Thank you for your letter of 8th July and the enclosed papers 
from the U.S. file. 


On 21st July I attended an interview with the Primary Examiner 
lasting some two hours. I will report at greater length when I receive 
the official record of the meeting but you may find it helpful to have 
advance warning of the outcome. 

I could not shake the Examiner's opinion that present claim 1 
is not patentable in the EPO and that none of the dependent claims 
provides a patentable feature. The only amendment that the Examiner would 
express approval of was addition of the feature from page 13, lines 25 to 
26, of the specification (solvent/tobacco mass ratio). Please think about 
this. 





With this amendment of claim 1 the question of 
unity/restriction was raised by the Examiner but he will decide after we 
have filed our response. 

Noting that in the U.S. application all the apparatus claims 
are now limited to the presence of entrapment material in the nicotine 
removal system, I suggested to the Examiner that we might reinstate an 
apparatus claim along these lines. He agreed that such a claim would be 
patentable. 


A response is likely to be due by the beginning of October. If 
our client could consider the above suggestions and the possibility of 
filing a divisional application, it would be helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 


J.H.Bass 


cc.J.E.Schardt Esq. 
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